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POLYCHAETES

"Hobsonia florida" 1TIS reports an update in taxonomy to Amphicteis floridus Hartman, 1951

Amphicteis floridus is a tube-building, surface deposit feeder that feeds on small, light (in
weight) organic particles (Self and Jumars, 1988). Usually intertidal or shallow subtidal and
estuarine, its' tubes can extend to 10-20 cm depth (Furota and Emmett, 1993). Females retain
fertilized eggs within their tube where they undergo larval development (Zottoli, 1974 in Olson
et al., 2009).
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Leitoscoloplos fragilis is a deposit feeder that feeds on organic particulates below the sediment
surface (Bianchi et al, 1988). It feeds in "conveyer belt deposit feeder" fashion (Fauchald and
Jumars, 1979) close to the anoxic boundary layer (this "sulfide layer" varies in depth in habitats
inhabited by L. fragilis from 1 to 10 cm below sediment surface) (Bianchi, 1988; Walbusser et
al., 2004). Sarda et al (2000) consider L. fragilis a "vagrant species" most commonly occurring
as burrowers in "sandy, non-organic sediments of beaches, and salt marsh areas...". Importantly
the latter authors suggest that adults of this species "move" into the marsh during breeding
season; sediment movements probably move juvenile specimens into areas of high sediment
accumulation. Thus immature, smaller specimens concentrate along "the seaward creeks of the

marsh".
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Laeonereis culveri, as an adult, is a non-selective sub-surface herbivore (2002) and deposit
feeder, probably relying mostly on diatoms in soft, flocculent sediments. Adults have been
collected in the Mytic River Estuary, Connecticut, in depths down to 10 cm whereas juveniles
reside in the upper 2cm (Mazurkiewicz, 1975). This polychaete is also a sand tube dweller.
Posey et al. (2002) consider L. culveri a "near surface burrower". Dauer et al. (1979) note that
L. culveri s a surface deposit-feeder but development takes place within the subsurface burrows
of the female worm. Many years ago Boesch (1977) already noted that L. culveri was an
opportunistic species and thus frequently found in large numbers in impacted areas.
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